
TeachersTeachersTeachersTeachers 
Karen AshbrookKaren AshbrookKaren AshbrookKaren Ashbrook is the author of 
“Playing the Hammered Dulcimer in the 
Irish Tradition” and is a popular teacher and 
performer at dulcimer festivals around the 
country. Karen plays Celtic, Belgian and 
French music with her husband, Paul Oorts. 
She has numerous recordings including her 
2006 release, “Spring Will Come."  

Nick BlantonNick BlantonNick BlantonNick Blanton is a highly respected 
dulcimer builder. He plays a varied reper-
toire but is best known for his subtle rendi-
tions of early music and high spirited French 
dances featured on his recording, “Pas 
D’Ete” and in his book of French Renais-
sance Dances.  

Christie Burns Christie Burns Christie Burns Christie Burns started coming to 
the festival as a high school student and has 
an infectious enthusiasm and willingness to 
try new things.  While working on her ethno-
musicology 
degree from 
UCLA, 

Christie studied dulcimers in Ireland 
and founded the Annual Cork Dulcimer 
Festival. She has taught at numerous 
festivals across the US and abroad and 
can be heard on her recording with 
Butch Ross, “Here to Play.”  

Ken KolodnerKen KolodnerKen KolodnerKen Kolodner has toured ex-
tensively solo, with the high energy trio 
Helicon performing instrumental music 
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from around the world, and with fiddler, 
Laura Risk. In addition to teaching at many 
festivals, Ken's credits include an Emmy 
nomination, many highly acclaimed re-
cordings on the Dorian label, and his newest 
recording on the  Maggie’s Music label 
“Journey to the Heartland.” 

Paul OortsPaul OortsPaul OortsPaul Oorts a native of Belgium, is 
adept at musette 
accordion and al-
most everything 
with strings. His 
instrumental versatility and consummate 
knowledge of many different styles of music 
has made Paul the accompanist of choice for 
many hammered dulcimer players and 
dance bands. He plays English, Scottish, 
vintage and contra dance with Goldcrest, 
Gigmeisters, Cabaret Sauvignon and numer-
ous DC area bands.  

DulcemelosDulcemelosDulcemelosDulcemelos are 
a duo comprised of      
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Querétaro, Mexico who 
are working to keep alive 
the hammered dulcimer 
(salterio) repertoire in 
Mexico.  Their diverse 
repertoire includes Mexi-
can folk pieces, European 
baroque music, salon and 
chamber music from the 18th Century and more recent compositions 
for plucked dulcimer and piano. 
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9:00-9:30 Arrival and Check In  
        at Shepherd Student Center 
10-12: Classes  
12:00-2:00 Catered Lunch in the Rams Den 
2:00-5:00 Classes  
5:30-6:30 Student-led mini classes 
6:30-8:00 Dinner Break 
8:00 Open Mike and Jam Sessions  
       in War Memorial Building 
            8-9:00 Open Mike featuring Carillon & more 
            9-10 Appalachian led by Ken & Christie 
           10-11 European & Celtic and more 
            with Ensemble Tympanon and Dulcemelos 
                  Dancing is a possibility… 
 

�#� ��#-�.#�*�����#� ��#-�.#�*�����#� ��#-�.#�*�����#� ��#-�.#�*����  
9:00-10 Saturday Registration 
10-12 Classes  
12-2PM Catered Lunch in the Rams Den 
              2:00-4:00 Classes  
    4:30-5:30 Mini Classes and Jams 
          8:00 PM : Showcase Concert featuring  
               Dulcemelos and  Ensemble Tympanon 
              at the Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church 
                followed by jamming for those who will. 
 

� ��#-�.#�*����� ��#-�.#�*����� ��#-�.#�*����� ��#-�.#�*���� ����
9:30-12:00: Classes with class showcases 

     from 11-12, roaming from class to class.����
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and Ken Kolodner (Adv.Beg-Int. level)  

This interactive class for both fiddle and dulcimer works on building 
confidence, hones basic playing skills, back up techniques and jam 
survival using pieces from a lively American repertoire.  Class will 
divide time between instrument technique and group playing opportu-
nities. 
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This class will work on grounds and graces to ornament and accom-
pany a repertoire of mostly early and renaissance music. Recorders, 
whistles, lutes and percussion welcome!  
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This class will work on arranging, syncopations, chord accompani-
ment and harmony substitutions with a few choice gems from 
Karen’s extensive Celtic and continental repertoire .  Ability to read 
music recommended.  
 

. �%*��!�.
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�%*�� with Dulcemelos  Alejandra Barrientos (salterio, 

a plucked hammered dulcimer) and Hector Larrios (piano, accor-
dion). 

 

 A repertoire class for all instruments including Mexican folk pieces, 
European baroque music, saloon and camera music from the 18th 
century and more. Dulcimer students will learn plucking techniques 
adapted to their instruments.  

3 ����#���3 ����#���3 ����#���3 ����#��� with Paul Oorts (all instruments) (int.-adv.) Sat. Only. 

Open to ALL instruments, this class  is designed for musicians who 
want to develop their skills in ensemble playing, especially for danc-
ing. The class will spend about half the time working on building rep-
ertoire and the other half working on ensemble skills.  
 

Students in intermediate and advanced classes should have a familiarity with 
their instruments and be able to learn tunes either from sheet music or by ear.  

 

 



Tuition is $175 for all three days of workshops and in-Tuition is $175 for all three days of workshops and in-Tuition is $175 for all three days of workshops and in-Tuition is $175 for all three days of workshops and in-
cludes all evening programs.cludes all evening programs.cludes all evening programs.cludes all evening programs.    

Tuition Scholarship OpportunitiesTuition Scholarship OpportunitiesTuition Scholarship OpportunitiesTuition Scholarship Opportunities    
 Two $100 performance scholarships are available to advanced students who are 
willing to come early and perform in a school, hospital or nursing home to expand 
the reach of the festival.  For those wishing to apply for a scholarship, please sub-
mit a brief biography, a description of your playing interests, and a short demo 
tape of your playing.  This does not have to be studio quality, it just assures us that 
we are sending out someone who can play to represent the festival! A good photo 
is also very useful. 
A $50 scholarship is offered for students offering a useful mini-class. 
Housing Scholarship OpportunitiesHousing Scholarship OpportunitiesHousing Scholarship OpportunitiesHousing Scholarship Opportunities 
 We have a few housing scholarships available in the homes of local residents who 
are friends of the festival.  Scholars work several hours during the festival in the 
areas of registration, room set up and clean up, concert box office and fest store.   
No classes need be missed.�   

 

 Scholarship decisions will be made by March 1.  We are seeking donations for 
the scholarship fund, if you’d like to make a tax-deductible contribution, please 
enclose or contact the festival office!  Thank You!�
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        Please help us continue our scholarship program!Please help us continue our scholarship program!Please help us continue our scholarship program!Please help us continue our scholarship program!    
____________________________    Grand Total EnclosedGrand Total EnclosedGrand Total EnclosedGrand Total Enclosed    
    

All Classes are filled on a firstAll Classes are filled on a firstAll Classes are filled on a firstAll Classes are filled on a first----come firstcome firstcome firstcome first----served basis.served basis.served basis.served basis. 

CancellationsCancellationsCancellationsCancellations:::: 
   If you cancel by March 1, we can refund half of your deposit.  If you cancel later we 
will keep the entire deposit.  Phone cancellations must be followed by written notice of 
cancellation.  Students canceling after March 1 due to unavoidable circumstances may 
send written documentation of their reason for canceling and request a partial tuition 
refund. These refund requests will be considered by our board following the end of the 
program. 

Lodging InformationLodging InformationLodging InformationLodging Information    
   For your convenience, we have reserved a block of 20 rooms at a discount at each of two 
local hotels.  These rooms will be held until Feb. 20 at the price listed below.  You must say 
you are booking for Upper Potomac to receive the discount, however other discounts 
(govt., AARP, etc.) if they apply, may be larger.  The cost is per room and rooms may be 
shared. 
Clarion Hotel @ $94/night plus 12% tax. (304) 876-7000 
Comfort Inn @ $75/night plus 12% tax.  (304) 876-3160 

Catered LunchCatered LunchCatered LunchCatered Lunch    
   We have arranged for a catered lunches on Saturday and Sunday to enable us all to have a 
meal together.  You must reserve (and pay) in advance to participate as seating is limited.  
The lunch is $12 per person, or $20 for both days.  We may set up an open mike during 
lunch to facilitate sharing of music during this time period. 
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